
 

 
 

11
th

 Grade Students: College To-Do List 

All Year 

 Explore careers and their earning potential.  Try this career search. 
 Go to college fairs and college-preparation presentations hosted by college representatives. 
 Work hard all the way to graduation. 
 Stay involved in after-school activities and seek leadership roles if possible, at school and in the 

community. 

 Plan to use your summer wisely: work, volunteer, or take a summer course (away or at a 

local college). 

 Get involved in school- or community-based activities that interest you or let you explore 

career interests. Consider working, volunteering, and/or participating in academic 

enrichment programs, summer workshops, and camps with specialty focuses such as 

music, arts, or science. Remember—it is quality (not quantity) that counts. 

 Take challenging classes in core academic subjects. Most colleges require four years of 

English, at least three years of social studies (history, civics, geography, economics, etc.), 

three years of mathematics, and three years of science, and many require two years of a 

foreign language. Round out your course load with classes in computer science and the 

arts.  

 Ask your Registrar or teachers what Advanced Placement courses are available, whether 

you are eligible, and how to enroll in them. 

 Use the U.S. Department of Labor’s career search tool to research your career options. 

 Start a list of your awards, honors, paid and volunteer work, and extracurricular activities. 

Your church may have opportunities for you.  Update the list throughout high school.   

 Go to career information events to get a more detailed look at career options. 

 Research majors that might be a good fit with your interests and goals based on your 

results from the U.S. Department of Labor’s career search. 

Fall 

Take the PSAT/NMSQT. You must take the test in 11th grade to qualify for scholarships and 
programs associated with the National Merit Scholarship Program.  This will take place on 
October 24 at CCCS (separate information coming soon).   

Spring 

Register for and take exams for college admission. The standardized tests that many 
colleges require are the SAT, the SAT Subject Tests, and/or the ACT. Check with the colleges you 
are interested in to see what tests they require.   See test dates below.  

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/careers/search
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.mynextmove.org/
http://www.mynextmove.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests


 

 
 

Create a student account with the College Board.  Here you can view test dates and practice 
online with Khan Academy to prepare you for the SAT in the spring.  Search under “college 
board student account”.   

Use a free scholarship search to find scholarships for which you might want to apply. Some 
deadlines fall as early as the summer between 11th and 12th grades, so prepare now to submit 
applications soon.  Your goal is to minimize the amount of loan funds you borrow so you have 
less to pay back later.  See scholarship suggestions below.   

Summer Before 12th Grade/Fall of 12th Grade  

Create a username and password called an FSA ID that you’ll use to confirm your identity 
when accessing your government financial aid information and electronically signing your 
federal student aid documents. Learn about the FSA ID, and create yours. Note: You must create 
your own FSA ID; if your parent creates it for you, that’ll cause confusion later and will slow 
down the financial aid application process. You can watch a video about creating an FSA ID.   

Narrow down the list of colleges you are considering attending. If you can, visit the schools 
that interest you. 

Contact colleges and/or visit their websites to request information and applications for 
admission. Ask about financial aid, admission requirements, and deadlines. 

Decide whether you are going to apply for admission under a particular college’s early 
decision, early action, or regular decision program. Be sure to learn about the program deadlines 
and requirements. 

Explore scholarship suggestions below: 

 Learn how to avoid scholarship scams and identity theft as you look for financial aid and 
then attend college. 

 Understand the FAFSA better by watching the videos in the “FAFSA: Apply for Aid” 
playlist at www.YouTube.com/FederalStudentAid 

 Follow or like the office of Federal Student Aid at www.Twitter.com/FAFSA and 
www.Facebook.com/FederalStudentAid to get regular financial aid tips. 

 Make informed decisions about student loans; the following resources are important at 
this point:  

 Federal Versus Private Loans 
 Federal Student Loans: Basics for Students 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/finding-scholarships
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/checklists/11th-grade#fsa-id-video
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/scams
https://www.youtube.com/user/FederalStudentAid
https://twitter.com/FAFSA
https://www.facebook.com/FederalStudentAid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/federal-vs-private
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/direct-loan-basics-students.pdf


 

 
 

 Scholarships.com 
 Collegenet.com 
 Scholarshipmonkey.com 
 Big Future 
 Fast Web 
 Moolahspot 
 Geneseo Migrant Center Scholarships for Migrant Students 
 Print and Graphics Scholarship Foundation Scholarships 
 Society of Women Engineers Scholarship Program 
 ENTELEC’s Wayne V. Black Scholarship 
 VFW Auxiliary’s Young American Patriotic Art Contest 
 NOAA’s Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship 
 Jeannette Rankin Women’s Scholarship Fund 
 Diabetes Scholars Foundation 
 Common Knowledge Scholarship Competition 
 Coca Cola 
 Kohl’s 
 KFC 
 Ronald McDonald 
 Ethnic Backgrounds 
 Degree Specific 
 Scholarship for Talents and Gifts (e.g. Poetry, etc..) 
 Early Commitment Registration 
 Check with employers for scholarships for your children 
 Honors Programs at Community/City Colleges (based on HS GPA and placement 

results for Math and English, gives you priority registration, higher probability to 
get in to Universities)  

 BOG through Community/City Colleges 

 

SAT/ACT TEST DATES: (CCCS School Code = 050768) 

SAT and ACT Test Dates (if students can afford both they should take both twice, either one will work for 

schools, they are just written differently and scored differently). The highest scoring test is the one 

that students will submit when applying to colleges and/or universities.   
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

SAT Test Dates (2018-2019) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

ACT Test Dates (2018-2019) 

 

REMEMBER: Register for all tests in advance and be sure to give yourself time to prepare appropriately! 
If you have difficulty paying a registration fee, ask your school counselor about getting the fee waived. 

Here are some of the informational events coming up Senior year: 
Senior Parent Night 
GCU presentation  
FAFSA Workshop 
 


