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th

 Grade Students – Preparing for College 

To Do: 

 Meet with your school counselor or mentor to discuss colleges and their requirements. 

 At CCS you will take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 

(PSAT/NMSQT),  

 Plan to use your summer wisely: Work, volunteer, or take a summer course (away or at a 

local college). 

 Get involved in school- or community-based activities that interest you or let you explore 

career interests. Consider working, volunteering, and/or participating in academic 

enrichment programs, summer workshops, and camps with specialty focuses such as 

music, arts, or science. Remember—it is quality (not quantity) that counts. 

 Take challenging classes in core academic subjects. Most colleges require four years of 

English, at least three years of social studies (history, civics, geography, economics, etc.), 

three years of mathematics, and three years of science, and many require two years of a 

foreign language. Round out your course load with classes in computer science and the 

arts.  

 Ask your Registrar or teachers what Advanced Placement courses are available, whether 

you are eligible, and how to enroll in them. 

 Use the U.S. Department of Labor’s career search tool to research your career options. 

 Start a list of your awards, honors, paid and volunteer work, and extracurricular activities. 

Your church may have opportunities for you.  Update the list throughout high school.   

 Go to career information events to get a more detailed look at career options. 

 Research majors that might be a good fit with your interests and goals based on your 

results from the U.S. Department of Labor’s career search. 

To Explore: 

 Learn the differences between grants, loans, work-study, and scholarships. 

 Check out KnowHow2Go: The Four Steps to College, which suggests some actions 

you can take as you start thinking about education beyond high school.  

 Explore reasons to consider college and ways you can get help preparing. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.mynextmove.org/
http://www.mynextmove.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types
http://knowhow2go.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college#why-go-to-college
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/help

